Chapter 1

Grammar notes
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UNIT 1. PART 1

Saying what something is
XIEyYy ¥

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[] Say what you do: your job, or what you study
[] Say what someone else does (~ | ~ T7¥)
[] Say where you work, and what country you are from

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka I am Tanaka. I am an engineer.
You Nice to meet you. I am an office worker.
Tanaka Ms. Suzuki is a lawyer.
You I see. I am Japanese.
GRAMMAR 1

Saying what something is
A Japanese sentence names the topic first and closes with T 3. |Z marks the topic — the thing the sentence is about
— and T3 makes it polite. Nothing changes for I, you or she: the same T ¥ ends them all.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
(topic) (polite)
Al sl T
wa desu
Ais B.
1 (topic) office worker (polite)
L [ NPWL » WA <7
watashi wa kaishain desu
I am an office worker.
Mr. Tanaka engineer
SRS Y 1% I>y=7 <7
tanakasan wa enjinia desu

Mr. Tanaka is an engineer.

Ms. Suzuki lawyer
TTEIA [ AL <3
suzukisan wa bengoshi desu

Ms. Suzuki is a lawyer.



2 Build the piece noun — H 7L 4 noun T¥

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

bzl 1T puvlr» WA TF
7b\ [ L, RV A —>  watashi wa kaishain desu
kaishain

e.g office worker I am an office worker.

WL % -
isha

1 doctor I am a doctor.

r>y=7 -
enjinia

2 engineer I am an engineer.

2O WA -
koumuin

3 civil servant I am a civil servant.

IKIZaCa -
nihonjin

4, Japanese I am Japanese.

3 Say it in Japanese

1. Mr. Tanaka is a teacher.

2. I am a student.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Saying what something is

AIZBTY
b=l vl enwia TT
watashi wa kaishain desu

I am an office worker.

Drills

. bl NN T,
watashi gakusei desu

2. R OT A AN o
tanakasan wa sensei

3. ZIFITh D D0 &Ww T,

ninasan ryuugakusei desu



1.

2.

3.

I am a student.

Mr. Tanaka is a teacher.

Nina is an international student.



UNIT 1. PART 2

Asking questions

~ ’Cj" N

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[] Turn any sentence into a question (~ T3 )
[ 1 Ask what something is (% A T3 )

[] Ask someone their name and what they do

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You

Friend

You

Friend

GRAMMAR 1

Asking questions

To ask, add 7" at the end. Nothing else moves — the word order of the statement stays as it is, and a question word

Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?
No. He is an engineer.

What is your job?

simply sits where the answer would go.

I am a teacher. What is your name?

1 See how it works

PATTERN

~TF

desu ka

Is it ~? / What is ~?

Mr. Tanaka
AN Y

tanakasan

(topic)
[

wa

office worker
DU L » WA

kaishain

(polite)
<7

desu

Mr. Tanaka is an office worker.

!

!

(question) ?
LRI A [y DL R WA SR
tanakasan wa kaishain desu ka
Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?
job what
LT [ A Ty ?
shigoto wa nan desu ka

What do you do?




2 Build the piece T¥ — T4

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

LehIh ld Wl rnWa TF

tanakasan

e.g.

TEEXIAL L HAEW TT

suzukisan

wa kaishain desu

Mr. Tanaka is an office worker.

wa sensei desu

1. Ms. Suzuki is a teacher.

LehIi il IKIEALA TY

tanakasan

wa nihonjin desu

2. Mr. Tanaka is Japanese.

FTTEIALIEE WL TY

suzukisan

wa isha desu

3. Ms. Suzuki is a doctor.

RN IT AL BN TY

tanakasan

wa gakusei desu

4. Mr. Tanaka is a student.

LLedhTa i vl TTD

tanakasan wa kaishain desu ka

Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?

Is Ms. Suzuki a teacher?

Is Mr. Tanaka Japanese?

Is Ms. Suzuki a doctor?

Is Mr. Tanaka a student?

3 Say it in Japanese

1. Are you an engineer?

2. What is your job?

Grammar 1

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Asking questions
~TF
EROMTA I VL rWA TR

tanakasan wa kaishain desu ka

Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?

Drills

T B IA I WLy WA R

tanakasan

2. LZ¢k

shigoto

namae

wa kaishain

[y

wa

T b

desu ka

[y

wa

TY

desu ka




1. Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?

2. What do you do?

3. What is your name?



UNIT 2 - PART 1

This, that, over there
In-Ezn-bh

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[] Point at something and say what it is
[] Ask what something is (%t A T3 %)
[1 Ask where somethingis (&2 T3 %)

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You What is this?
Tanaka That is a watch.
You And that one over there?
Tanaka That is a bag.
GRAMMAR 1

This, that, over there

M, ZM and H 1 are the thing itself — this one, that one, that one over there. Before a noun they change shape:
2D ITI A, ZTD T A, HD T A. The distance is from the speaker: Z #1 is by me, Z #1 is by you, $ 11 is away from
both of us.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
this one that one that one over there
ORIV S ORI bn
kore sore are

this / that / that over there

this one (topic) book (polite)
n [ XA <7
kore wa hon desu
This is a book.
that one notebook
n (= /J =k <7
sore wa nooto desu

That is a notebook.

that one over there watch
hn [y cw || TF
are wa tokei desu

That over there is a watch.



2 Build the piece Z# — Z® + noun

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

‘ 20 MEA TT
= *L ’C j_ —  kono kaban desu

kore desu

e.g. it is this one it is this bag

T ¥ -
sore desu

1 it is that one it is that book

»pn TY -
are desu

2. it is that one over there it is that watch

En T Hh -
dore desu ka

3. which one is it? which pen is it?

w

Say it in Japanese

1. Is this a pen?

2. What is that?

3. Where is the company?

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 This, that, over there
nl/ENI B
X 1EA TY

kore wa hon desu

This is a book.

Drills

1. X 1ZA TY,

wa hon desu

2. n™MEA I WL O DNEA TY,

kaban wa kaisha no kaban desu

S Pl x i T,

kaisha wa desu ka



1.

2.

3.

This is a book.

What is that?

Where is the company?

1



UNIT 2 - PART 2

Also

b

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[] Say “me too”, “this one too” (%)
[ ] Add someone or something to what was just said

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka I am an office worker.
You I am an office worker too.
Tanaka Ms. Suzuki is an engineer.
You Is Mr. Sato an engineer t00?
GRAMMAR 1
Also

% replaces |4 and means “too”. It says the same thing about one more person or one more thing, so you never repeat
the whole sentence — b7z L 4, 2N b.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
too
noun :b
mo
~ too
I (topic) office worker (polite)
DL [ Nl WA | TT
watashi wa kaishain desu
I am an office worker.
Ms. Suzuki too
TIETA b Nl WaA || TT
suzukisan mo kaishain desu

Ms. Suzuki is an office worker too.

12



2 Build the piece 1 — %

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

e.g.

bzl &

watashi wa

I

Ny (A
kore wa

this one

eI i i
tanakasan wa

Mr. Tanaka

b i

are wa

that one over there

bi-L b

watashi mo

me too

this one too

Mr. Tanaka too

that one too

3 Say it in Japanese

1.

2.

This is a book too.

Is Mr. Tanaka Japanese too?

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Also

noun %

TTEIA S HPLrVA TY

suzukisan mo kaishain

Ms. Suzuki is an office worker too.

Drills

. bzl PVl r WA T,
watashi kaishain desu

2. : / - I\ /C\j—o
kore nooto desu

3. a»n v T,
are tokei desu ka

1. I am an office worker too.

13




2.

Is Mr. Tanaka Japanese too?

14



UNIT 2 - PART 3

Saying what it is not
CrdY THA

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[] Say what somethingisnot (U» ®»Y £+ A)
[] Correct someone politely
[] Say who you are not, when someone has you wrong

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka Are you a teacher?
You No, I am not a teacher. I am an office worker.
Tanaka Is this your bag?
You No, that is not my bag.
GRAMMAR 1

Saying what it is not
To say what something is not, T¥ becomes U % % Y %+ A. Nothing else moves. U » # Y Z ¥ A is what people
say; Tld Y £+ A is the same thing in writing.

1 See how it works

PATTERN

noun || L || DY ITEA

ja ari masen
It is not ~.
this one (topic) notebook (polite)
n [ /=t <7
kore wa nooto desu

This is a notebook.

!

n [y / =k Cx» &Y €A

kore wa nooto ja ari masen

This is not a notebook.



2 Build the piece T3 — Ux» ») ¥

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

nix Ea Y —

kore wa hon desu

eg. This is a book.

EROE A I SN TF -
tanakasan wa gakusei desu

1. Mr. Tanaka is a student.
Tl v ¢ -
sore wa tokei desu

2, That is a watch.
L X ITIEALA TT -
watashi wa nihonjin desu

3. I am Japanese.

NI IEAL L Y ZHEAL

kore wa hon ja ari masen

This is not a book.

Mr. Tanaka is not a student.

That is not a watch.

I am not Japanese.

3 Say it in Japanese

1. I am not a teacher.

2. That is not a watch.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Saying what it is not
noun U» Y A
INniE /—F Cx» &Y €A

kore wa nooto ja ari masen

This is not a notebook.

Drills
T ZniE =+ HY T A,
kore wa nooto ari masen
2. bl T gatn HY EHA,
watashi wa sensei ari masen
3 dHh T v o
are wa tokei

1. This is not a notebook.

16




2.

I am not a student.

17



UNIT 3 - PART 1

Joining nouns with ©
D

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[] Join two nouns with ®: a Japanese teacher, my company
[]1 Say which one you mean, without a long sentence

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka Is that a Japanese book?
You Yes, it is my Japanese book.
Tanaka Is your father a company employee?
You No, my father is a doctor.
GRAMMAR 1

Joining nouns with ®
® joins two nouns, and the one that owns or describes goes first: IZIZ A Z O & A&\ is a teacher of Japanese,
b7zl O HL % is my company. English runs the other way round, so read @ backwards into English.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
(of)
Al ? |s
no
AsB/Bof A
I (of) bag (polite)
brL o x| <
watashi no kaban desu
It is my bag.
Japanese teacher
IKIEAZ D\ AW | TT
nihongo no sensei desu
She is a teacher of Japanese.
Mr. Tanaka watch
LRI A | D <Ny A <7
tanakasan no tokei desu

It is Mr. Tanaka's watch.



2 Build the piece two nouns — A ® B

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

bl « LA
watashi +  kaban

e.g. I, bag

eI h « Ea
tanakasan . hon

1. Mr. Tanaka, book

KA - 1Za
nihongo +  hon

2. Japanese, book

ML « D&
kaisha +  hito

3. company, person

bzl O nida

watashi no kaban

my bag

Mr. Tanaka's book

a Japanese book

someone from the company

3 Say it in Japanese

1. This is my company.

2. My father is a doctor.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Joining nouns with @

ADB

b=l © ™A T
watashi no kaban desu
It is my bag.

Drills

1. bzl

watashi

2. RIEFEAZ

nihongo

3. kL hIA

tanakasan

1. Itis my bag.

NMEA TY,

kaban desu

+ Aot T,

sensei desu

W T9,

tokei desu

19




2.

3.

She is a teacher of Japanese.

This is my company.

20



UNIT 3 - PART 2

Whose is it?
=no

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[ ] Ask whose something is (7241 ® T3 %)
[ ] Answer with just ®: mine, Mr. Tanaka's
[] Say it is not yours

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka Whose pen is this?

You It is mine.

Tanaka Is this watch yours too?

You No, that one is my older brother's.
GRAMMAR 1

Whose is it?
7= @ T3 % asks whose something is. The answer drops the noun and stops at ® — H 7z L ® T, my one —
because the thing is already on the table between you.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
(topic) (mine) (question) ?
ol ER 0 T
wa dare no desu ka

Whose ~ is this?

this bag (topic) whose (question) ?
2o | nEa [ rnol Tyy
kono kaban wa dare no desu ka

Whose bag is this?

that one 1 (mine) (polite)
n [y izl D <Y
sore wa watashi no desu

That one is mine.



2 Build the piece full noun — @ on its own

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

R \ bfzL ®» T¥

o) =L D niT A ’Cj_ —  watashi no desu
watashi no kaban desu

e.g. it is my bag it is mine
LRI O FA TY -
tanakasan no hon desu

1. it is Mr. Tanaka's book it is Mr. Tanaka's
RNy AR —
chichi no tokei desu

2. it is my father's watch it is my father's

N O Ry TEH -

dare no pen desu ka

3. whose pen is it? Wwhose is it?

3 Say it in Japanese

1. Whose watch is this?

2. Itis my older brother's.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Whose is it?
noun I ML O T H
2O NEL L ER DO TT e

kono kaban wa dare no desuka

Whose bag is this?

Drills
T Zo nTAe I D T H,
kono kaban wa no desuka

2 rn bl <9,

sore wa watashi desu
3. ZoRY PP EehTA <7,
kono pen wa tanakasan desu

1. Whose bag is this?



2.

3.

That one is mine.

It is my father's.

23



UNIT 3 - PART 3

Softening and asserting
f\/m « ~ Kk

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[] Soften what you say with 12, when you expect agreement
[ ] Add X, when you are telling someone something new

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You This is your bag, isn't it.
Tanaka Yes, it is mine.
You The company is over there, you know.
Tanaka Oh, thank you.
GRAMMAR 1

Softening and asserting

2 and L are how a sentence is aimed. 12 expects the other person to agree — you both know it already. £ hands
over something they did not know. Leaving both off is neutral, not rude — and £ on every sentence starts to sound
pushy.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
right? (telling you)
sentence e / &
ne yo

isn't it? / you know

this one (topic) Japanese (of) book (polite) right?
n [ IIEAZ D X A <7 1
kore wa nihongo no hon desu ne

This is a Japanese book, isn't it.

the company over there (telling you)
nrwlr X HEZ | TY o
kaisha wa asoko desu yo

The company is over there, you know.



2 Build the piece T4 - Ty R/ TT &

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

e.g.

brzL o ¥

watashi no desu

it is mine

LehIh O 3L TY
tanakasan no hon desu

it is Mr. Tanaka's book

HhzrZ TY
asoko desu

it is over there

IKIZA LA TY
nihonjin desu

is Japanese

br=L O T¥ &

watashi no desu yo

it is mine, you know

..isn'tit

it is over there, you know

is Japanese, isn't it

3 Say it in Japanese

1.

2.

That is your bag, isn't it.

This one is mine, you know.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Softening and asserting

sentence 72 / £

N IFZIRIEAZT O EA T R

kore wa nihongo no hon

This is a Japanese book, isn't it.

Drills

1.

NI IRIEAZT O FATY

kore wa nihongo no hon desu

ML T HFZ TT

kaisha wa asoko desu

dpn L bl O hiEA TY

are wa watashi no kaban desu

This is a Japanese book, isn't it?

25




2.

The company is over there, you know.

26



UNIT 4 . PART 1

Telling the time

~L~3 A s BAL

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[] Saywhat timeitis (~ L * ~3A)

[] Ask what time something is (%L A U T¥ %)

[] Get the three odd hours right: X, L L, < L

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You What time is it now?
Tanaka It is half past two.
You What time is your work?
Tanaka Nine a.m.

GRAMMAR 1

Telling the time
The clock is the number plus U for the hour and 3\ A for the minutes, with |& A for half past. Z+ A and Z Z come
first, not last. Three hours break the pattern and they are the three everybody gets wrong: &£ U, L &, < C.

1 See how it works

PATTERN

Foe | cl|Foe| s

suuji ji suuji fun
the time
now half past two (polite)
W IKCITA <7
ima nijihan desu

It is half past two.

am. nine o'clock
A <L <7
gozen kuji desu

It is nine a.m.

what time (question) ?
R il | T3
ima nanji desu ka

What time is it now?



2 Build the piece number — ~ [

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

Wi
ichi

eg. one

LAa

yon

1. four

LS

shichi

2. seven

KECR)

kyuu
3. nine

A
nan

4. what

WbH L

ichiji

one o'clock

four o'clock

seven o'clock

nine o'clock

what time

3 Say it in Japanese

1. It is one o'clock now.

2. What time is your work?

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Telling the time
FOLLFIL S
WE KA T
ima nijihan desu
It is half past two.
Drills
1. W <9,
ima desu
2. WF <7 Mo
ima desu ka
3. ZTHA WLL 0
gozen ichiji




1.

2.

It is half past two now.

What time is it now?

29



UNIT 4 - PART 2

From ... until ...
~NG ~F T

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

[] Say when something starts and ends (~95 ~ % <)
[ ] Ask what time something starts (A C 285 TE DY)
] Put %5 and Z T after the time, not before

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You What time is your work?

Tanaka From nine to five.

You And Japanese?

Tanaka From seven. Until eight.
GRAMMAR 1

From ... until ...

N5 is “from” and % T is “until”. Both go after the time they belongto — < U # 5%, T L % T — the opposite of

English. Either one can stand onitsown: U £ T TY.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
from until
EE || 5 & E 7T
toki kara toki made

from [time] until [time]

work (topic) nine from five until

shigoto wa kuji kara goji made

LZ¢& [ <L || 56 ZC T

(polite)
<7

desu

Work is from nine to five.

Japanese what time from (question) ?
KIEAZ || & | BAL || 95 | TTD
nihongo wa nanji kara desu ka

What time does Japanese start?

30



2 Build the piece time + "5 / £ T

Do each one the same way as the example. Write your answer on the line.

<C
kuji
eg. nine o'clock

RN
—

goji
1. five o'clock

WFE
ima

2. now

YA
nanji

3. what time

<L 75

kuji kara

from nine

until five

from now

until what time

3 Say it in Japanese

1. It is until half past two.

2. Work is from 9 a.m.

Grammar 1 From ... until ...
LENS EE FT

shigoto wa kuji kara goji

Work is from nine to five.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

LT @KL as It ETTY

Drills

LoLTr <L TLETTT,
shigoto wa kuji goji

2. TTwbl ps kKL <7,
gogo ichiji kara niji

3 RIEAZTIEZ BAL

1. My work is from nine to five.

TY

nihongo wa nanji desu ka

31




2.

Japanese is from four to five.

32



