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Grammar notes — answers
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UNIT 1- PART 1

Saying what something is
XlEyT¥d

By the end of this part, you can:

(J Say what you do: your job, or what you study
(J Say what someone else does (~ & ~ TF)
(J Say where you work, and what country you are from

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka | am Tanaka. | am an engineer.
You Nice to meet you. | am an office worker.
Tanaka Ms. Suzuki is a lawyer.
You | see. | am Japanese.
GRAMMAR 1

Saying what something is
A Japanese sentence names the topic first and closes with T9". [£ marks the topic — the thing the sentence is about
— and TY makes it polite. Nothing changes for |, you or she: the same T9 ends them all.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
(topic) (polite)
NI IES:
wa desu
Ais B.
| (topic) office worker (polite)
brL S ML WA | TT
watashi wa kaishain desu

| am an office worker.

Mr. Tanaka engineer
ransh | & | =>v=7 | ¥
tanakasan wa enjinia desu

Mr. Tanaka is an engineer.

Ms. Suzuki lawyer
EEREN (& NATL Ty
suzukisan wa bengoshi desu

Ms. Suzuki is a lawyer.



2 Build the piece noun — noun TY

e.g.

MLl WA
kaishain

office worker

WL

isha

doctor
z>o=pP
enjinia

engineer
CHATVA
koumuin

civil servant
ICIEFA LA
nihonjin

Japanese

AUl evA T
kaishain desu

is an office worker

WL TY

isha desu

is a doctor
TyY=P TY
enjinia desu
is an engineer
CHATVA TY
koumuin desu

is a civil servant

ICIFA LA TY

nihonjin desu

is Japanese

3 Say it in Japanese

1.

Mr. Tanaka is a teacher.

RIS A I AN TT,

tanakasan wa sensei desu

| am a student.

bzl [F A< TY,

watashi wa gakusei desu

Grammar 1

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Saying what something is
AlZB TY
brzL & Al rvA TYT

watashi wa kaishain desu

I am an office worker.

Drills

brL MW TY,

watashi gakusei desu

(&
RO EA K AN 0

tanakasan

T7

wa sensei

—F<h N IH L TT,

ninasan ryuugakusei

(&

| am a student.

bl X AN T,

watashi wa gakusei desu




Mr. Tanaka is a teacher.

A EA I AR TT,

tanakasan wa sensei desu

Nina is an international student.

ZFEAE N IHCEN T,

ninasan wa ryuugakusei desu



UNIT 1 - PART 2

Asking questions
~TEh

By the end of this part, you can:

(J Turn any sentence into a question (~ T¥ )
(3 Ask what something is (%R A TTH)
(J Ask someone their name and what they do

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?

Friend No. He is an engineer.

You What is your job?

Friend | am a teacher. What is your name?
GRAMMAR 1

Asking questions
To ask, add A" at the end. Nothing else moves — the word order of the statement stays as it is, and a question word
simply sits where the answer would go.

1 See how it works

PATTERN

~TEFH

desu ka

Is it ~? / What is ~?

Mr. Tanaka (topic) office worker (polite)
S Ah [ NN VR AR YR T
tanakasan wa kaishain desu

Mr. Tanaka is an office worker.

| !

(question) ?
EhEA (& hrulrWvai TIh
tanakasan wa kaishain desu ka
Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?
job what
L (& Bh TIH?
shigoto wa nan desu ka

What do you do?



2 Build the piece TF — TYH

hrulLpWA TT

ML i TITH

kaishain desu kaishain desu ka
e.g. is an office worker — is an office worker?
tAHW TT tAHEW TTH
sensei desu sensei desu ka
1. is a teacher — isateacher?
CIZFA LA TY ICIZFA LA TETH
nihonjin desu nihonjin desu ka
2. is Japanese — is Japanese?
Wil TY Wl TIH
isha desu isha desu ka
3. is a doctor — isadoctor?
Nt TY N TS
gakusei desu gakusei desu ka
4, is a student — is astudent?
3 Say it in Japanese
1. Areyou an engineer?
TYY=P TEh,
enjinia desu ka
2. What is your job?
L& X BA TETh
shigoto wa nan desu ka
SUMMARY — this part at a glance
Grammar 1 Asking questions
~THH
EEMSA KDV LPVA TTH
tanakasan wa kaishain desu ka

Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?

Drills

1.

EDSA X DVLPVA 0

tanakasan wa kaishain
<Fh

LIeE & TIhH,
shigoto wa desu ka
Bh

REZIE TY D%
namae wa desu ka

B h

Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?

BB SA XDV LPWA TIDS

tanakasan wa kaishain desu ka




What do you do?
L& [ A TYD,

shigoto wa nan desu ka

What is your name?

BEZE BA TTHS

namae wa nan desu ka



UNIT 2 - PART 1

This, that, over there
Ch-¥h-dh

By the end of this part, you can:

(O Point at something and say what it is
(3 Ask what something is (%R A TTH)
(J Ask where something is (&' TY H)

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You What is this?
Tanaka That is a watch.
You And that one over there?
Tanaka That is a bag.
GRAMMAR 1

This, that, over there

Zh, ¥¢h and Hh are the thing itself — this one, that one, that one over there. Before a noun they change shape:
ZDIFA, XD IFA, HD IFA. The distance is from the speaker: Z 1L is by me, ¥ 1 is by you, & is away from
both of us.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
this one that one that one over there
Sh| /| ¥h  / bh
kore sore are

this / that / that over there

this one (topic) book (polite)
ch (& FA TY
kore wa hon desu
This is a book.
that one notebook
th x || /=K~ | TY
sore wa nooto desu

That is a notebook.

that one over there watch
hh (& AN T7
are wa tokei desu

That over there is a watch.



2 Build the piece ZH — Z® + noun

h T¥

kore desu

e.g. it is this one

*h TY
sore desu

it is that one

bh TY

are desu

it is that one over there

rh s
dore desu ka

which one is it?

0 hlEA T
kono kaban desu

it is this bag
XD FA TY

sono hon desu

it is that book

D PN TY

ano tokei desu

it is that watch

ED R> TEh
dono pen desu ka

which pen is it?

3 Say it in Japanese

1.

Is this a pen?
Zh & =¥ TETh
kore wa pen desu ka

What is that?
th [ RA TEDS
sore wa nan desu ka

Where is the company?

MWL & &2 TITHS

kaisha wa doko desu ka

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 This, that, over there
h/¥h/dh
ChixFA TY
kore wa hon desu
This is a book.
Drills
1. X 1EA T,
wa hon desu
Zh
2. MMEA [ DL D AIFA TT,
kaban wa kaisha no desu
)
3. AWl (& T h%
kaisha wa desu ka
&l
1. This is a book.

Ch i EA TY,

kore wa hon desu




What is that?
*h (X A TTH

sore wa nan desu ka

Where is the company?

ML (& &2 TITH,

kaisha wa doko desu ka

10



UNIT 2 - PART 2

Also
)

By the end of this part, you can:

(3 Say “me too”, “this one too” (%)
(J Add someone or something to what was just said

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka | am an office worker.
You | am an office worker too.
Tanaka Ms. Suzuki is an engineer.
Ve Is Mr. Sato an engineer too?
GRAMMAR 1
Also

% replaces |& and means “too”. It says the same thing about one more person or one more thing, so you never repeat

the whole sentence—b7=L $, Zh %.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
too
noun {)
mo
~ too
| (topic) office worker (polite)
br=L X | »wlrvi | TT
watashi wa kaishain desu

| am an office worker.

!

Ms. Suzuki too
ITIEEA L) ML LrWVA | TY
suzukisan mo kaishain desu

Ms. Suzuki is an office worker too.

2 Build the piece & — %

br=L IE

watashi wa
|

hx

kore wa

e.g.

1. this one

RIS A &
tanakasan wa
2. Mr. Tanaka -

bh (&

3. that one over there

br=L b

watashi mo

me too

h b
kore mo

this one too

Ehch b
tanakasan mo

Mr. Tanaka too

bh b

that one too

M



3 Say it in Japanese

1.

This is a book too.

Ch 1A T,

kore

mo hon desu

Is Mr. Tanaka Japanese too?

A EA H ICIEALA TYED,

tanakasan

mo nihonjin desu ka

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Also
noun %
TIESA H AL LPVA TT
suzukisan mo kaishain desu
Ms. Suzuki is an office worker too.
Drills
. hrL ML eWVA TY,
watashi kaishain desu
%
2. :: 1’L /- f‘ —z?-gt-o
kore nooto desu
b
3. dHh T TEh,
are tokei desu ka
b
1. lam an office worker too.
brL & hPLLr»LVA TY,
watashi mo kaishain desu
2. Is Mr. Tanaka Japanese too?

BRI SA b ICIEALA TTHS

tanakasan

mo nihonjin desu ka

12




UNIT 2 - PART 3

Saying what it is not
LerdbNEthA

By the end of this part, you can:

(O Say what somethingisnot (L% & £t A)
(J Correct someone politely

(J Say who you are not, when someone has you wrong

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka Are you a teacher?
You No, | am not a teacher. | am an office worker.
Tanaka Is this your bag?
You No, that is not my bag.
GRAMMAR 1

Saying what it is not

To say what something is not, T9 becomes U % & " ¥t A. Nothing else moves. L% & ¥t A is what people

say; TI& & N £ A is the same thing in writing.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
o | L || dDEHA
ja ari masen
It is not ~.
this one (topic) notebook (polite)
h | & /=F T
kore wa nooto desu
This is a notebook.
is not
Sh | & /—hF ||LeBhELA
kore wa nooto ja ari masen
This is not a notebook.
2 Build the piece T9 —~ L+ HN A
FA TY FA L BN EHA
hon desu hon ja ari masen
e.g. is a book — is not a book
MW TY RCEWN L BN ELA
gakusei desu gakusei ja ari masen
1. is a student — is not a student
ElFw TY v L N EHA
tokei desu tokei ja ari masen
2. is a watch — isnot awatch
CIEFALA TY CIEFALA L» &N EHA
nihonjin desu nihonjin ja ari masen
3. is Japanese — is not Japanese

13



3 Say it in Japanese

1.

| am not a teacher.

br=L I HAHEW ll:«b HNEth,

watashi wa sensei ja ari masen

That is not a watch.

bhlx clFv L N A

are wa tokei ja ari masen

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Saying what it is not
noun L» &N xtA
Shix/—hL» HNELA

kore wa nooto ja ari masen

This is not a notebook.

Drills
hik/—Fh hhEth,
kore wa nooto ari masen
C»
brL & tALEW hHEHA
watashi wa sensei ari masen
S
bh [k &lrv o
are wa tokei
TY

This is not a notebook.

hlx /—h C» HHEHA

kore wa nooto ja ari masen

| am not a student.

bzl [ 5N Le B0 EtA,

watashi wa gakusei ja ari masen

14




UNIT 3 - PART 1

Joining nouns with @
D

By the end of this part, you can:

(3 Join two nouns with @: a Japanese teacher, my company
(J Say which one you mean, without a long sentence

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka Is that a Japanese book?
You Yes, it is my Japanese book.
Tanaka Is your father a company employee?
You No, my father is a doctor.
GRAMMAR 1

Joining nouns with @
? joins two nouns, and the one that owns or describes goes first: ICIEA T D t At is a teacher of Japanese,
b7r=L @ AL % is my company. English runs the other way round, so read ® backwards into English.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
(of)
Al @ |8
no
A'sB/BofA
| (of) bag (polite)
br-L D MEA Ty
watashi no kaban desu
It is my bag.
Japanese teacher
CIEAC D AN | TY
nihongo no sensei desu
She is a teacher of Japanese.
Mr. Tanaka watch
EhEhA || D EFw T7
tanakasan no tokei desu

It is Mr. Tanaka's watch.



2 Build the piece two nouns — A ® B

br=L - XA
watashi *  kaban

e.g. I, bag
Ehch - RA
tanakasan +  hon

1. Mr. Tanaka, book

CIEAC - [FA

nihongo *  hon

2. Japanese, book

Ml - UL
kaisha +  hito
3. company, person

brL 0 »IEA
watashi no kaban

my bag

BRI SA D IFA

tanakasan no hon

Mr. Tanaka's book

CIEAZ D [FA

nihongo no hon

a Japanese book

Ml» O UL

kaisha no hito

someone from the company

3 Say it in Japanese

1. This is my company.
hiEbrzL @Al TY,
kore wa watashi no kaisha desu

2. My father is a doctor.
55 [ vl TY,

chichi wa isha desu

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Joining nouns with @

ADB

bzl O »IEA TT
watashi no kaban desu
It is my bag.

Drills

1. bf: Lz b\lf/b —C“—;_o
watashi kaban desu
D

2. CIRAC tAEW TY,
nihongo sensei desu
D

3. 2B HhEA ElFv TY,
tanakasan tokei desu
)]

1. Itis my bag.
brL O »IEA TT,

watashi no kaban desu

2. She is a teacher of Japanese.

CIEAT O HAEW TY,

nihongo no sensei desu

16




3.

This is my company.

ChiE bzl @ Al TY,

kore wa watashi no kaisha desu

17



UNIT 3 - PART 2

Whose is it?
=ho

By the end of this part, you can:

O Ask whose something is (=1 @ TEH)
O Answer with just ®: mine, Mr. Tanaka's
O Say it is not yours

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka Whose pen is this?

You It is mine.

Tanaka Is this watch yours too?

You No, that one is my older brother's.
GRAMMAR 1

Whose is it?
= @ TY H asks whose something is. The answer drops the noun and stops at ® — b 7/= L @ TY, my one —
because the thing is already on the table between you.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
(topic) (mine) (question) ?
noun || 1& Fh| o | T¥H
wa dare no desu ka

Whose ~ is this?

this bag (topic) whose (question) ?
o || AlEA (& EFhol| Tyh
kono kaban wa dare no desu ka

Whose bag is this?

that one | (mine) (polite)
th (& brL () T7
sore wa watashi no desu

That one is mine.

2 Build the piece full noun — @ on its own

brL O hEA TT brL o TY
watashi no kaban desu watashi no desu
e.g. it is my bag — itis mine
BN EA D IFA TT BN EA D TY
tanakasan no hon desu tanakasan no desu
1 it is Mr. Tanaka's book " itis Mr. Tanaka's
BB O ElFe TE b5 O TF
chichi no tokei desu chichi no desu
2. it is my father's watch — itis my father's
Fh o x> TEh Eh o TEh
dare no pen desu ka dare no desuka
3. whose pen is it? —  whose is it?

18



3 Say it in Japanese

1.

Whose watch is this?

O LT IF Eh @ TEH,

kono tokei wa dare no desuka
It is my older brother's.

a_)(: D TY,

ani no desu

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Whose is it?
noun £ = @ TEH
0 A X Fh o TEH

kono kaban wa dare no desuka

Whose bag is this?

Drills
20 MIFA X D TIH,
kono kaban wa no desu ka
rh
% h lj: 1’37': lJ TTO
sore wa watashi desu
D
CORYF EELSA T3,
kono pen wa tanakasan desu
)]
Whose bag is this?

O HFA I ER D TEh,

kono kaban wa dare no desuka

That one is mine.

th & bzl & TY,

sore wa watashi no desu

It is my father's.

55 O TY,

chichi no desu

19




UNIT 3 - PART 3

Softening and asserting
N;Ig . NJ:

By the end of this part, you can:

(O Soften what you say with 43, when you expect agreement

(J Add &, when you are telling someone something new

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You

Tanaka

You

Tanaka

GRAMMAR 1

Softening and asserting
1a and & are how a sentence is aimed. 13 expects the other person to agree — you both know it already. & hands

This is your bag, isn't it.

Yes, it is mine.

The company is over there, you know.

Oh, thank you.

over something they did not know. Without either, a sentence can sound flat or blunt, so Japanese rarely goes without

them.
1 See how it works
PATTERN
right? (telling you)
sentence el /
ne
isn't it? / you know
this one (topic) Japanese (of) book (polite) right?
Ch [ CIEAT @ | A | TT el
kore wa nihongo no hon desu ne
This is a Japanese book, isn't it.
the company over there (telling you)
rale  F ] ¥ T | &
kaisha wa asoko desu yo
The company is over there, you know.
2 Build the piece T — T¥ R/ TY &
brL o TY brEL O TY &
watashi no desu watashi no desu yo
e.g. it is mine — it is mine, you know
EhEA D IEA TY EhEA D IEA TYT R
tanakasan no hon desu tanakasan no hon desu ne
1. it is Mr. Tanaka's book ™ Lisn'tit
H¥Z TY H¥Z TYT &
asoko desu asoko desu yo
2. it is over there — itis over there, you know
CIEFALA TY ICIEFALA TY
nihonjin desu nihonjin desu ne
3. is Japanese — is Japanese, isn't it

20



3 Say it in Japanese

1. Thatis your bag, isn't it.
th(E ik o »lEA TY 2,
sore wa anata no kaban desu ne

2. This one is mine, you know.

ChiEbrl o TY &

kore wa watashi no desu yo

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Softening and asserting
sentence fa / &
ChIECIEAT D IEA TY R

kore wa nihongo no hon desu ne

This is a Japanese book, isn't it.

Drills

L ZhIECIEAZ D IEFA TY °
kore wa nihongo no hon desu
a

2 vl EH¥Z TT °
kaisha wa asoko desu
&

3. Hh kbl O »lEA TT o
are wa watashi no kaban desu
&

1. This is a Japanese book, isn't it?

ChIXFCIEAT D (FA TY R,

kore wa nihongo no hon desu ne

2. The company is over there, you know.

AUl [ HXZ TY &

kaisha wa asoko desu yo

21




UNIT 4 - PART 1

Telling the time

NUNIS\/U ° ZJ:/UL

By the end of this part, you can:

(3 Say what time itis (~ L * ~3A)

O3 Ask what time something is (R A L TTH)

J Get the three odd hours right: U, LB L, < L

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You What time is it now?
Tanaka It is half past two.
You What time is your work?
Tanaka Nine a.m.

GRAMMAR 1

Telling the time
The clock is the number plus U for the hour and 3\ A for the minutes, with (& A for half past. 2t A and Z°Z come
first, not last. Three hours break the pattern and they are the three everybody gets wrong: &K U, LB L, < L.

1 See how it works

PATTERN

TIL| L |FIL| Hh

suuji ji suuji fun
the time
now half past two (polite)
WE LKA T7
ima nijihan desu

It is half past two.

am. nine o'clock
A (L T7
gozen kuji desu
It is nine a.m.
what time (question) ?
wE |[ zaL | Tn
ima nanji desu ka

What time is it now?



2 Build the piece number = ~ L

wh
ichi

eg. one

& A

yon

1. four

L5

shichi
2. seven

2w

kyuu
3. nine

Rh

nan

4. what

wb L
icchiji

one o'clock
L

yoji

four o'clock
LbL
shichiji
seven o'clock
<L

kuji

nine o'clock
BThAL
nanji

what time

3 Say it in Japanese

1. Itis one o'clock now.
WE LB L T,
ima ichiji desu

2. What time is your work?

LIE X BRAL TS

shigoto wa nanji desu ka

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Telling the time
FHILLFIL SA
WE [CLIFA TT

ma nijihan desu

It is half past two.

Drills

oo T35
ima desu
ICCIxA

2. WE TI D%
ima desu ka
RAL

3. THA WHL o
gozen ichiji
T7

1. ltis half past two now.
WX ICLIFA TT,
ima nijihan desu

23




2.

What time is it now?

wE BAL TThH,

ima nanji desu ka

24



