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UNIT 1- PART 1

Saying what something is
XlEyT¥d

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

(J Say what you do: your job, or what you study
(O Say what someone else does (~ & ~ TY)
(J Say where you work, and what country you are from

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka | am Tanaka. | am an engineer.
You Nice to meet you. | am an office worker.
Tanaka Ms. Suzuki is a lawyer.
You | see. | am Japanese.
GRAMMAR 1

Saying what something is
A Japanese sentence names the topic first and closes with T¥". [£ marks the topic — the thing the sentence is about
— and TY makes it polite. Nothing changes for |, you or she: the same TY ends them all.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
(topic) (polite)
NI S
wa desu
Ais B.
| (topic) office worker (polite)
brL S ML rWA | TYT
watashi wa kaishain desu
| am an office worker.
Mr. Tanaka engineer
AN Y (& T>I=P T7
tanakasan wa enjinia desu

Mr. Tanaka is an engineer.

Ms. Suzuki lawyer
ITIECA (& AL TY
suzukisan wa bengoshi desu

Ms. Suzuki is a lawyer.



2 Build the piece noun — noun TY

e.g.

Nl »WA
kaishain

office worker

WL

isha

doctor
T>I=7
enjinia
engineer
CHATVA
koumuin

civil servant
ICIEFA LA
nihonjin

Japanese

MLy WA TY
kaishain desu

is an office worker

is a doctor

is an engineer

is a civil servant

is Japanese

3 Say it in Japanese

1.

2.

Mr. Tanaka is a teacher.

| am a student.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Saying what something is

AlZBTY
bzl EHhLLrviA TY

watashi wa kaishain desu

| am an office worker.

Drills

bt L AN TE,

watashi gakusei desu

AL EA K AN o

tanakasan wa sensei

—F<Ah Nw I DL TT,

ninasan ryuugakusei desu

| am a student.




2. Mr. Tanaka is a teacher.

3. Nina is an international student.



UNIT 1 - PART 2

Asking questions
~TEh

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

(J Turn any sentence into a question (~ T¥ )
3 Ask what something is (R A TTH)
(J Ask someone their name and what they do

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?

Friend No. He is an engineer.

You What is your job?

Friend | am a teacher. What is your name?
GRAMMAR 1

Asking questions
To ask, add " at the end. Nothing else moves — the word order of the statement stays as it is, and a question word
simply sits where the answer would go.

1 See how it works

PATTERN

~TEA

desu ka

Is it ~? / What is ~?

Mr. Tanaka (topic) office worker (polite)
A A [ NN VAR YR T
tanakasan wa kaishain desu

Mr. Tanaka is an office worker.

| |

(question) ?
EhSA [ ML rnaia T9Hh
tanakasan wa kaishain desu ka
Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?
job what
LZ¢E (& Bh TIHh?
shigoto wa nan desu ka

What do you do?



2 Build the piece TF — TYH

e.g.

hrulL WA TY

kaishain desu

is an office worker

thAtWw TT

sensei desu

is a teacher

CIEFALA TT

nihonjin desu

is Japanese

Wil TY
isha desu

is a doctor

MRt n TY

gakusei desu

4. is a student

ML eWA TTH
kaishain desu ka

is an office worker?

is a teacher?

is Japanese?

is a doctor?

is a student?

3 Say it in Japanese

1. Areyou an engineer?

2. What is your job?

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Asking questions
RIS A X DVLPVA TTH
tanakasan wa kaishain desu ka

Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?

Drills

L B CA EIPVLPVA

tanakasan

2. LIt &

shigoto wa
3. BWEZIK
namae wa

kaishain

T

desu ka

T

desu ka

1. Is Mr. Tanaka an office worker?




2. What do you do?

3. What is your name?



UNIT 2 - PART 1

This, that, over there
Ch-¥h-dh

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

J Point at something and say what it is
3 Ask what something is (R A TTH)
(O Ask where something is (&2 TY )

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You What is this?
Tanaka That is a watch.
You And that one over there?
Tanaka That is a bag.
GRAMMAR 1

This, that, over there

Zh, ¥t and H N are the thing itself — this one, that one, that one over there. Before a noun they change shape:
ZDIFEA, XD IFA, HD IZA. The distance is from the speaker: Z 1L is by me, ¥ 1 is by you, &1 is away from
both of us.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
this one that one that one over there
Sh| /|| X¥h |/ hh
kore sore are

this / that / that over there

this one (topic) book (polite)
h (& FA TY
kore wa hon desu
This is a book.
that one notebook
th x || /=K~ | TY
sore wa nooto desu

That is a notebook.

that one over there watch
hh [ ElFe || TY
are wa tokei desu

That over there is a watch.



2 Build the piece ZH — Z® + noun

Zh TF 20 piEA T
kore desu kono kaban desu
e.g. itis thisone — itis this bag
th TY
sore desu
1. it is that one — itis that book
hbh TY
are desu
2. it is that one over there — itis that watch

rh T

dore desu ka

3. which one is it? —  which penis it?
3 Say it in Japanese
1. Is this a pen?
2. What is that?
3. Where is the company?
SUMMARY — this part at a glance
Grammar 1 This, that, over there
h/¥h/dh
h X IEA TY
kore wa hon desu
This is a book.
Drills
1. X 1FA TY,
wa hon desu
2. MMEA & DV Le O MIFA TT,
kaban wa kaisha no kaban desu
3. HwlL» (& TI b

kaisha wa desu ka



1.

2.

3.

This is a book.

What is that?

Where is the company?

10



UNIT 2 - PART 2

Also
)

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

J Say “me too”, “this one too” (%)
(J Add someone or something to what was just said

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka | am an office worker.
You | am an office worker too.
Tanaka Ms. Suzuki is an engineer.
You Is Mr. Sato an engineer too?
GRAMMAR 1
Also

% replaces |& and means “too”. It says the same thing about one more person or one more thing, so you never repeat

the whole sentence — b7 L $, Zh %.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
too
noun :b
mo
~ too
| (topic) office worker (polite)
brL X | »wlrvi | TT
watashi wa kaishain desu

I am an office worker.

Ms. Suzuki too
TIEEA || b ML LeLA || TT
suzukisan mo kaishain desu

Ms. Suzuki is an office worker too.

M



2 Build the piece & —

brL &

watashi wa

e.g. |

Zhix
kore wa

1. this one

ahcA &

tanakasan wa

2. Mr. Tanaka -

bh (%

3. that one over there

br=L b

watashi mo

me too

this one too

Mr. Tanaka too

that one too

3 Say it in Japanese

1. This is a book too.

2. Is Mr. Tanaka Japanese too?

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Also

noun

TTEEA H DV LPVA TT

suzukisan mo kaishain desu

Ms. Suzuki is an office worker too.

Drills
. hrL ML WA TY,
watashi kaishain desu
2. :TL /- I\ —C“To
kore nooto desu

3. dHh ElFe T,

are tokei desu ka

1. | am an office worker too.

12




2.

Is Mr. Tanaka Japanese too?

13



UNIT 2 - PART 3

Saying what it is not
LerdbNEthA

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

(3O Say what somethingisnot (L% &) £t A)
(J Correct someone politely
(J Say who you are not, when someone has you wrong

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka Are you a teacher?
You No, | am not a teacher. | am an office worker.
Tanaka Is this your bag?
You No, that is not my bag.
GRAMMAR 1

Saying what it is not
To say what something is not, T becomes L% & H £+t A. Nothing else moves. L% & ") £t A is what people
say; Cl& & 0 £t A is the same thing in writing.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
oun || L® || DN ELA
ja ari masen
It is not ~.
this one (topic) notebook (polite)
h & /=b T7
kore wa nooto desu

This is a notebook.

|

chl it =k | teBnEea

kore wa nooto ja ari masen

This is not a notebook.

14



2 Build the piece T9 —~ L+ HN A

e.g.

FA TY

hon desu

is a book

MR TY
gakusei desu

is a student

EFv TY

tokei desu

is a watch

ICIFA LA TY

nihonjin desu

is Japanese

A Le &9 €A

hon ja ari masen

is not a book
is not a student
is not a watch

is not Japanese

3 Say it in Japanese

1.

2.

| am not a teacher.

That is not a watch.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Saying what it is not
noun L HN FtHA
Chig/—rFL» D EtA
kore wa nooto j ari masen
This is not a notebook.
Drills
L Zhik/—+ HhHEthA,

kore wa nooto

b-L X ALV

watashi wa sensei

bh l& &lFuv

are wa tokei

This is not a notebook.

ari masen

ari masen

HhELA,




| am not a student.

16



UNIT 3 - PART 1

Joining nouns with @
D

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

J Join two nouns with ®: a Japanese teacher, my company
(J Say which one you mean, without a long sentence

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka Is that a Japanese book?
You Yes, it is my Japanese book.
Tanaka Is your father a company employee?
You No, my father is a doctor.
GRAMMAR 1

Joining nouns with @
@ joins two nouns, and the one that owns or describes goes first: [C[EA T @ t At is a teacher of Japanese,
b= L @ HL L % is my company. English runs the other way round, so read ® backwards into English.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
(of)
All @ |8
no
A'sB/BofA
| (of) bag (polite)
br-L D MEA T7
watashi no kaban desu
It is my bag.
Japanese teacher
CIEAT D | tAtL | TT
nihongo no sensei desu
She is a teacher of Japanese.
Mr. Tanaka watch
EhESA || D ElFe T7
tanakasan no tokei desu

It is Mr. Tanaka's watch.



2 Build the piece two nouns — A ® B

br=L - XA
watashi *  kaban

e.g. I, bag
Ehch - RA
tanakasan +  hon

1. Mr. Tanaka, book

CIEAC - [FA

nihongo *  hon

2. Japanese, book

Ml - UL
kaisha +  hito
3. company, person

brL 0 »IEA
watashi no kaban

my bag

Mr. Tanaka's book

a Japanese book

someone from the company

3 Say it in Japanese

1. This is my company.

2. My father is a doctor.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Joining nouns with @

ADB
brzL @ A TT
watashi no kaban desu
It is my bag.
Drills
. bl MMEA TT,
watashi kaban desu
2. ICIFAC tAEW TY,
nihongo sensei desu

3. BRI EA

tanakasan

1. Itis my bag.

ElFv TY

tokei desu

18




2.

3.

She is a teacher of Japanese.

This is my company.

19



UNIT 3 - PART 2

Whose is it?
=ho

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

(3 Ask whose something is (= @ TE H)
(J Answer with just ®: mine, Mr. Tanaka's
O Say it is not yours

A conversation you can have in Japanese

Tanaka Whose pen is this?

You It is mine.

Tanaka Is this watch yours too?

You No, that one is my older brother's.
GRAMMAR 1

Whose is it?
f=h @ TY H asks whose something is. The answer drops the noun and stops at ® — b= L ® TY, my one —
because the thing is already on the table between you.

1 See how it works

PATTERN
(topic) (mine) (question) ?
noun (& “h || @ ESER)
wa dare no desu ka

Whose ~ is this?

this bag (topic) whose (question) ?
o || AlEA % EFho| Ty
kono kaban wa dare no desu ka

Whose bag is this?

that one | (mine) (polite)
*h (& br-L D T7
sore wa watashi no desu

That one is mine.

20



2 Build the piece full noun — @ on its own

brL @ nlEA TF prL @ TF

watashi no kaban desu watashi no desu

eg. it is my bag

EEMNEA D IFA TT
tanakasan no hon desu
1. it is Mr. Tanaka's book — itis Mr. Tanaka's

55 D LlFw TY

chichi no tokei desu

it is mine

2. it is my father's watch it is my father's

EFh o Ry TEH
dare no pen desu ka

3. whose pen is it? whose is it?

3 Say it in Japanese

1. Whose watch is this?

2. Itis my older brother's.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Whose is it?
noun [ 7=h @ TYH
0 »EA X EFh o TTH

kono kaban wa dare no desuka

Whose bag is this?

Drills

L 20 HMIEFEA E D TYh%

kono kaban wa no desuka

2. ¥h & bfzL T3,

sore wa watashi desu

3. ZORY I IEEMIASA T,

kono pen wa tanakasan desu

1. Whose bag is this?

21




2.

3.

That one is mine.

It is my father's.

22



UNIT 3 - PART 3

Softening and asserting

~f + ~&

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

(J Soften what you say with 12, when you expect agreement

(J Add &, when you are telling someone something new

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You

Tanaka

You

Tanaka

GRAMMAR 1

This is your bag, isn't it.

Yes, it is mine.

The company is over there, you know.

Oh, thank you.

Softening and asserting

1a and & are how a sentence is aimed. 12 expects the other person to agree — you both know it already. & hands

over something they did not know. Without either, a sentence can sound flat or blunt, so Japanese rarely goes without

them.
1 See how it works
PATTERN
right? (telling you)
sentence n / £
ne yo
isn't it? / you know
this one (topic) Japanese (of) book (polite) right?
Ch | & CIEFAZT | @ | FA | TYT | R
kore wa nihongo no hon desu ne
This is a Japanese book, isn't it.
the company over there (telling you)
MLl | & HES | TY
kaisha wa asoko desu

The company is over there, you know.

23



2 Build the piece T — T¥ h/ TY &

e.g.

bf=L ® TY

watashi no desu

it is mine

EhEA D IFEA TY
tanakasan no hon desu
it is Mr. Tanaka's book

Hec T
asoko desu

it is over there

ICIFA LA TY

nihonjin desu

is Japanese

br=L © TY &

watashi no desu yo

it is mine, you know

...isn'tit

it is over there, you know

is Japanese, isn't it

3 Say it in Japanese

1.

2.

That is your bag, isn't it.

This one is mine, you know.

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Softening and asserting

sentence fa / &

ChiFRIEAT D IFA TT R

kore wa nihongo no hon

This is a Japanese book, isn't it.

Drills

ChIFICIEAT D EA TY

kore wa nihongo no hon desu

MUl » X H¥EC TY

kaisha wa asoko desu

bh & brzL & hlFA TT

are wa watashi no kaban desu

This is a Japanese book, isn't it?

24




2.

The company is over there, you know.

25



UNIT 4 - PART 1

Telling the time

NUNIS\/U ° ZJ:/UL

Date

By the end of this part, you can:

(J Say what time itis (~ L + ~3A)

O Ask what time something is (R A L TTH)

O Get the three odd hours right: X U, LB L, < L

A conversation you can have in Japanese

You What time is it now?
Tanaka It is half past two.
You What time is your work?
Tanaka Nine a.m.

GRAMMAR 1

Telling the time
The clock is the number plus L for the hour and 3\ A for the minutes, with [& A for half past. A and T come
first, not last. Three hours break the pattern and they are the three everybody gets wrong: & L, LB L, < L.

1 See how it works

PATTERN

5L Ci|F5L | A

suuji ji suuji fun
the time
now half past two (polite)
(OF 3 ICLiRA T7
ima nijihan desu

It is half past two.

a.m. nine o'clock
A (L Ty
gozen kuji desu
It is nine a.m.
what time (question) ?
wE |[ zaL | Tn
ima nanji desu ka

What time is it now?



2 Build the piece number = ~ L

wh
ichi
e.g. one

& A

yon

1. four

L5

shichi
2. seven

2w

kyuu
3. nine

Rh

nan

4. what

Wb L
ichiji
one o'clock

four o'clock

seven o'clock

nine o'clock

what time

3 Say it in Japanese

1. Itis one o'clock now.

2. What time is your work?

SUMMARY — this part at a glance

Grammar 1 Telling the time
FILLFIL SA
WwF ICLIFA TY
ima nijihan desu
It is half past two.
Drills
LWE T35
ima desu
2. WwE TIho
ima desu ka
3. THA WHBL °
gozen ichiji
1. Itis half past two now.

27




2.

What time is it now?

28



